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Critical Approach
Introduction
“The Things They Carried” is a text written by Tim O’Brien as a recount of the lives of the soldiers who went to war in Vietnam. Gender studies fit as a relevant critical approach in the analysis of O’Brien’s text. Gender studies is an approach that analyzes gender identities and how each gender is represented in a text (Cranny-Francis et al., 2017). It looks at the different roles given to men and women in different circumstances.
O’Brien represents men and women differently in his text. For instance, men are represented as warriors who fight against all odds to defend themselves and their countries. Some men get injured during the war, whereas others like Lavender get killed. On the other hand, women are represented by Martha, who never talks about the war and shows no interest in whatever goes on in the battlefield.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Women are also represented as a source of comfort to the men at war. Lieutenant Cross carries Martha’s photographs and letters and looks at them every evening to get reassurance and a new sense of life. Dobbins also carries his lover’s hosiery wrapped around his neck, hoping that it would bring him good fortunes whenever they enter a challenging mission. The thought of the women in their lives encourages the soldiers to move on despite the difficulties and losses they face.
Lastly, O’Brien represents women as a source of distraction. Lieutenant Cross blames himself for the death of Lavender. He argues that he was too busy thinking about Martha that he did not care about the welfare of his soldiers. Viewing Martha as a source of distraction, Lieutenant Cross burns down all her letters and photographs and promises to lose the good-luck pebble that Martha had sent him. With the photos and letters destroyed, Lieutenant Cross becomes convinced that he would be more focused and perform his duties as he should have done before getting distracted by Martha.
I chose the gender studies approach as it assigns roles in the text. Using the analysis, one can easily tell the different roles of varying genders by their representation in the text. I am interested in the gender studies approach, mainly due to the various ways in which it assigns gender.
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